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By  Consul  Georj?e  C.  Hanson,  February  19. 

Generally  speaking,  the  trade  of  Swatow  improved  during  1915, 
and  most  merchants,  except  bean-cake  importers,  reported  a  good 
year.  Although  freight  rates  increased  each  month  of  the  year,  suffi- 
cient toimage  was  secured  to  enable  the  trade  of  the  port  to  be  han- 
dled satisfactorily.  Opium  merchants,  piece-goods  merchants,  sugar 
merchants,  and  holders  of  stocks  of  dyes  did  well.  Speculation  in 
opium  and  dyes  was  brisk. 
Financial  Conditions — Enjigration. 

Money  Avas  slack  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  until  July,  when 
it  became  firm.  Thereafter  it  continued  tight  until  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  Hongkong  and  Shanghai  silver  dollars  had  values,  re- 
spectively, above  and  below^  the  Swato  silver  dollar,  as  follows: 


Quarters  of  1915. 


March  quarter 

June  quarter 

Septemlier  quarter. 
December  quarter.. 


Hongkong 

dollar  above 

Swatow  dollar. 


Per  cent. 
7J-13 
7J-10 
7\-  9} 
3|-5i 


ShanRhai 

dollar  lielow 

Swatow  dollar. 


Per  cent. 

IH 

l?-3 


High  rates  of  interest  generally  prevailed,  and  the  bankers  prof- 
ited accordinglv.  There  were  no  failures  during  the  Aear.  In  April 
pneumonic  plague  broke  out  at  Swatow,  and  before  the  slight  epi- 
demic was  checked  14  fatalities  occurred. 

The  resumption  of  emigration  to  Siam,  the  Straits  Settlements, 
and  the  Dutch  East  Indies  stimulated  the  export  of  native  produce, 
and  thus  improved  local  business  conditions. 

In  September  a  branch  of  the  Chih  Pien  Eank  of  Peking  was 
located  at  Swatow.  Local  British  merchants  formed  a  British 
chamber  of  commerce  as  a  branch  of  the  British  chamber  at  Shang- 
hai in  October.  The  Deli  Planters'  Association  opened  a  branch 
office  in  July  to  manoge  the  emigration  of  coolies  to  the  Dutch  East 
Indies.  The  value  of  land  greatly  increased  during  the  year,  and 
as  a  result  many  projects  to  reclaim  waste  land  were  evolved. 

Agricultnral  and  Industrial  Conditions. 

The  spring  rice  crop  was  good,  but  the  fall  rice  crop  was  far 
below  the  average.  There  Avas  a  total  absence  of  typhoons,  which, 
coupled  with  the  dry  spell  in  the  early  fall,  boded  well  for  the 
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orange  growers.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  orange  crop  was 
good.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  sugar  crop,  which,  on  account 
of  the  high  price  of  foreign  sugar,  was  more  valuable  than  usual. 
The  high  prices  of  artificial  djes  stimulated  the  growing  of  indigo 
and  caused  a  renewed  interest  in  this  decadent  industry.  In  gen- 
eral, the  agricultural  conditions  were  good  and  contributed  materi- 
ally in  maintaining  good  business  conditions. 

During  1015  the  Swatow-Chaochowfu  Railway  carried  1,002,643 
passengers  and  23,953  tons  of  goods.  The  company's  gross  earnings 
were  $321,471  Mexican  (about  $100,000  United  States  currency). 
This  railway  is  20  miles  in  length  and  was  opened  to  traffic  in  1906. 
The  Swatow  Electric  Light  Co.  had  a  good  year,  having  managed 
to  reduce  the  losses  incurred  since  its  establishment  six  years  ago  by 
33;\  per  cent.  The  Swatow  Water  Works  did  not  seem  to  be  able 
to  improve  its  business,  which  was  also  of  a  discouraging  nature  in 
1914. 

A  new  cotton-weaving  company,  Avith  a  capital  of  $200,000  INIexi- 
can  (about  $100,000  United  States  currency),  and  a  soap  factory 
were  established.  Native  hand-loom  factories,  which  manufacture 
a  cloth  known  as  cotton  stripes,  did  well,  as  the  cloth  is  cheap  and 
durable,  and  the  output  is  not  great  enough  to  meet  the  demand 
locally  and  among  the  Chinese  in  Siam  and  the  Straits  Settlements. 
The  hand  looms  used  in  these  factories  were  imported  from  Japan. 

A  concession  was  granted  to  Chinese  capitalists  to  estal)lish  an 
electric-lighting  plant  at  ChaochoAvfu.  It  was  also  decided  to  con- 
nect Swatow  with  Chaochowfu  by  a  telephone  line  reserved  for 
military  purposes.  Knitting  factories,  brick  kilns,  and  other  smaller 
concerns  did  fairly  well  during  the  year.  The  local  jinrikisha  com- 
pany, controlling  400  vehicles,  made  a  profit  of  $i0,000  Mexican 
(about  $5,000  United  States  currency).  Building  trades  did  a  thriv- 
ing business  and  many  new  structures,  semiforeign,  mainly  for  the 
use  of  Chinese  business  firms  and  residents,  were  erected.  One 
modern  theater,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  2,000,  was  added.  On  the 
whole,  although  Swatow  is  far  from  being  an  industrial  center,  the 
conditions  were  favorable  and  of  a  healthy  nature. 

Shipping  and  Freight  Rates. 

The  following  table  shows  the  clearance  of  steamers  under  general 
regulations,  by  nationalities,  at  the  port  of  Swatow  in  1914  and  1915, 
not  including  vessels  under  inland  navigation  rules : 


1914 

1915 

Nationalities. 

1914 

1915 

Nationalities. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tonnage. 

3 

715 
54 
24 
2 

5,501 

876,300 

40, 575 

38,529 

32 

233 
64 

255,065 
68,052 

199 

92 

2 

215, 101 

95,518 

544 

BritLsh 

713 
45 
18 

855,328 
45,664 
24,084 

Norwegian 

Portuguese 

Chinese 

Total 



French 

1.210    1.394.7.'i9    1   091 

1,272,100 

German 

137 

146,566 

1  '      '        1  ' 

Scarcity  of  tonnage  was  marked  throughout  the  j^ear  and  rates 
were  abnormally  high.  The  British,  Dutch,  and  Norwegian  flags 
made  gains  in  the  tonnage  of  entrances  and  clearances,  while  ton- 
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nage  under  tJie  Japanese  and  Chinese  flags  decreased.  Tt  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  that  the  American  flag  is  credited  Avith  5,501  tons.  In 
1914  no  ships  flying  the  American  flag,  other  than  naval  vessels, 
entered  Swatow  Harbor.  Although  the  total  tonnage  for  1015  is 
less  than  the  total  for  1914,  the  exjiort  produce  was  carried  away 
without  delay.  In  fact,  steamers,  which  heretofore  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  leave  half-laden,  departed  with  full  cargoes  in  1915,  The 
number  of  ships  was  suliicient  to  handle  satisfactorily  the  trade  of 
the  port. 

Shipping  companies  had  a  good  year.  Freights  from  Xewchwang 
(or  Dairen),  Tientsin,  and  Chefoo  ruled  as  high  as  10  cents,  30  cents, 
and  15  cents  per  hundredweight,  respectiveh',  in  1915,  as  against  13 
cents,  27  cents,  and  12  cents,  respectivel3^  in  1914,  and  from  Hankow 
to  Swatow  at  19  cents  in  1915  as  against  17  cents  in  1914. 

Chang-es  in  Shipping  Service. 

During  the  \'ear  two  steamers  were  withdrawn  from  the  Swatow- 
Bangkok  run  and  one  from  the  Hongkong-Swatow-Amoy  run.  Two 
of  the  largest  coolie  ships  withdrawn  in  1914  are  still  engaged  else- 
where. Ihe  Deli  Planters'  Association  inaug-urated  a  line  to  run 
direct  betvreen  Swatow  and  Deli.  A  new  Chinese  shipping  firm  Avas 
established  to  act  as  local  agents  for  a  line  of  Chinese  chartered 
steamers  running  from  Swatow  to  Hongkong,  Bangkok,  and  Singa- 
pore that  commenced  in  January,  1916. 

The  increasing  interest  of  local  Chinese  in  the  use  of  steam 
launches  and  motor  boats  for  inland  navigation  is  shown  in  the  in- 
creased clearances  and  tonnage  of  vessels  under  the  inland  naviga- 
tion rules  in  1915,  which  were  as  follows:  86  British  vessels,  tonnage, 
13,932;  1,024  French,  tonnage,  38,904;  and  4.906  Chinese,  tonnage, 
175.910. 

Purely  Chinese  launch  companies  still  operate  the  greater  number 
of  these  launches.  Six  new  passenger  launches,  two  being  steam- 
driven,  were  added  to  the  list  of  those  running  in  1914,  making  a 
totaJ  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  of  22  steam  and  12  motor 
launches.  It  was  reported  that  4  more  launches  would  be  put  into 
operation  the  first  part  of  1910. 
Trade  Through  Maritime  Customs  Decreases. 

The  summary  of  the  trade  of  Swatow  through  the  Maritime  Cus- 
toms during  the  last  two  years  is  given  below  (the  rate  of  exchange 
for  1914  is  taken  at  $0.67  United  States  currency  to  the  haikwan 
tael,  and  for  1915  at  $0,612.)  : 


Imports  and  exports. 

1914 

1915 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

From  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

$13,829,877 
709,  .519 

$9, 740, 765 

1,399,043 

Total  foreign  imports 

14,  .539,  .396 

11,1.39,808 

Reexports: 

To  foreign  countries  and  Hongkong 

92,  .356 
82,200 

152, 931 

To  Chinese  ports 

931,788 

Total  foreign  reexports 

17 :,  .%.~6 

1,084,719 

Net  total  foreign  imports 

14,364,S40 

10,055,089 

Imports  of  Chinese  produce 

13,951,564 

16,440,229 
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Imports  and  exports. 

1914 

1915 

Reexports: 

$929,497 
88,683 

$1,202,972 
113,465 

1,018,180 

1,316,437 

12.933,384 

15, 123, 792 

Exports  of  local  native  profince: 

4, 799, 217 
3, 576, 812 

5, 981, 359 

3,679,272 

Total  export  of  local  produce 

8, 376, 029 

9,660,631 

G  ross  value  of  trade  of  port 

36,  .866, 989 

37, 240, 668 

Net  value  of  trade  of  port 

35,674,253 

34,839,512 

Last  year  marked  a  big  slump  in  the  value  of  imports  of  foreign 
goods.  These  amounted  to  $11,139,808  in  1915,  showing  a  decrease 
of  $3,399,588. 

Analysis  of  Total  Trade  of  Swatow. 

Since  $l,399,0i3  worth  of  these  foreign  goods  came  from  Chinese 
ports  in  1915,  as  compared  with  only  $709,519  in  1914  this  indicates 
that  Chinese  ports,  principally  Shanghai,  gained  in  importance  as 
transshipment  ports  at  the  expense  of  Hongkong.  Reexports  of 
foreign  goods,  especially  to  Chinese  ports,  greatly  increased,  indi- 
cating the  present  importance  of  Swatow  as  a  transshipment  point. 

Whereas  the  import  value  of  foreign  goods  fell  off,  the  import 
value  of  Chinese  produce  increased  to  $16,440,229  in  1915.  Of  this 
amount,  $1,316,437  worth  was  reexported.  AVliile  there  is  little  mate- 
rial difference  in  the  amount  of  local  native  produce  exported  to 
Chinese  ports  in  1914  and  1915,  the  exports  of  local  origin  to  foreign 
countries  and  Hongkong  increased  by  more  than  $1,000,000. 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  shows  a  gain  of  $373,679, 
•while  the  net  value  of  the  same  trade  show^s  a  loss  of  $834,741.  The 
figures  are  misleading,  due  to  the  difference  in  the  1914  and  1915 
exchange  rates  used  in  the  converting  of  the  customs  tael  into  United 
States  currency.  The  following  table,  which  expresses  the  trade  in 
haikwan  taels,  shows  that  both  the  gross  and  net  trades  in  1915 
made  gains  in  value  when  compared  wdth  those  of  1914.  This  table 
also  shows  the  large  increase  of  reexports,  the  value  for  1915  being 
much  more  than  double  the  1914  value : 


Imports  from— 

Exports  to— 

Gross  trade. 

Reexports. 

Years. 

Foreign 
countries. 

China. 

Forei.en 
countries. 

China. 

Net  trade. 

1911 

1912 

1913         

Haikwan 

taelx. 
15, 840, 020 
18,072,225 
20,111,062 
20,641,108 
15, 916, 282 

Haikwan 

tnrU. 
22, 058, 486 
24.894,6.57 
19.865.631 
21,&82,212 
29, 149, 139 

Haikwan 

tnclJf. 
6,681,250 
6,963,719 
7,031,510 
7,163,010 
9, 773, 462 

Haikwan 

tarU. 
8,638,910 
9,218,076 
5, 995, 790 
5,338,526 
6,011,883 

Haikwan 

tarU. 
53,227,696 
59,148.677 
53,003.993 
5.5.025,356 
60,850,766 

Haikwan 

taels. 
1,812,000 
1,757,553 
1,6.T2,2,37 
1,780,203 
3,923,458 

Haikwan 

taels. 
51,415.696 
57,391,124 
61,351,756 

1914 

53,245.153 

1915 

56,927,308 

The  trade  through  the  Native  Customs,  which  is  confined  to  Chinese 
junks,  shows  a  decrease  from  $3,775,904  in  1914  to  $3,512,570  in  1915. 
In  reality  there  was  an  increase  in  imports  but  a  decrease  in  exports* 
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Direct  Trade  with  Principal  Foreign  Countries. 

The  value  of  the  direct  gross  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  1915 
is  shown  in  the  followino-  table : 


Countries. 


HongVong 

French  indo-China. 

Siam 

Straits  Settlements. 
Dutch  East  Indies.. 
Great  Britain 


Gross 
imports 
of  foreign 

goods. 


Exports 
and  re- 
e  sports 
of  nat  ive 
goods. 


?8.204,S12 
179,773 
300,  .-iGl 
96, 2.59 
203, 403 
1,580 


SI,  4.53, 210 

K60,0.53 

1,870,931 

2,812,008 

41,254 

808 


Countries. 


Japan  nn':'luding  Taiwan) 

I  nited  States  (including  Ha- 
waii)  

All  other  countries 

Total 


Gross 
imports 
of  foreign 

gooda. 


$383,915 

362,116 
8,346 


9,740,765 


Exports 
and  re- 
e'^ports 
of  native 
goods. 


S96,703 

2,  .385 
46,049 


7,184,331 


Analysis  of  Birect  Foreign  Trade. 

Hongkong  is  credited  in  the  foregoing  table  with  considerably  more 
than  half  the  foreign  trade  of  Swatow  and  with  practically  all  the 
foreign  import  trade,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  few  of  the 
imports  into  Swatow  are  ]5roduced  or  manufactured  at  Hongkong. 
The  latter  port  is  the  most  important  transshipment  point  for  Swatow 
trade,  a  vast  storehouse  where  goods  intended  for  this  market  are  kept 
in  stock.  It  is  the  main  connecting  link  between  this  region  and  the 
outside  Avorld. 

No  trans-Pacific  steamers  or  vessels  bound  for  Europe  touch  at 
this  port.  These  steamers  touch  at  Hongkong,  Avhere  they  may  take 
on  cargo  from  Swatow^  or  leave  cargo  to  be  shipped  here.  Small 
coasting  steamers  ply  between  this  port  and  other  Chmese  ports  to 
the  north  and  betv  een  this  port  and  ports  in  Siam,  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, and  the  Dutch  possessions.  Most  of  these  steamers  touch  at 
Hongkong  and  serve  as  feeders  to  or  distributers  for  the  ocean-going 
vessels  that  call  there. 

Inasmuch  as  Hongkong  draws  upon  all  parts  of  the  v\'orld  for  the 
goods  it  carries  in  stock,  it  is  difficult  to  discover  the  exact  value  of 
each  country's  trade  with  Swatow  from  the  figures  compiled  by  the 
Maritime  Customs.  Imports  from  Japan  comprise  largely  cotton 
yarn,  matches,  coal,  and  fishery  products.  The  principal  American 
import  was  kerosene.  The  Straits  Settlements,  Siam,  Hongkong,  and 
French  Indo-China,  in  the  order  named,  receive  the  bulk  of  Swatow 
exports.  These  places  are  inhabited  by  numerous  Chinese,  many  of 
them  emigrants  from  Swatow. 

Principal  Imports  Into  Swatow. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  the  principal  goods  im- 
ported into  Swatow  in  191-1  and  1915  through  the  Maritime  Customs  :* 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

FOREIGN  GOODS. 

Beche   de   mer    (trepang), 
pounds 

330, 933 
74,645 

1,382 

48.5,867 
68,663 

825 

FOREIGN  GOODS— con. 

Cotton  goods— Continued. 

Flannel do 

Jeans,    Americaji    and 

English do 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain, 

pieces 

23, 451 

30, 190 

890 

14,400 

Coal tons  (long) . . 

Cotton  goods: 

Drills,    American    and 
English pieces.. 

32,118 
100 

*  With  the  exception  of  coal,  the  ton  weight  used  in  the  compilation  of  this  report  is 
2,000  pounds. 
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Articles. 


FOR£IGN  GOODS — COn. 

Cotton  goods — Continued. 
Shirtings — 

Gray,  plain. piecas.. 

White,  plain. do 

Dyed,  plain,  fig- 
ured, and  bro- 
caded  pieios.. 

T  cloths do.... 

Thread  (spools). .gross.. 
Yarn— 

E  ngl  ish . . .  pounds . . 
Hongkong. .  .do  — 

Indian do 

Japanese do 

Fibres:  Hemp tons.. 

Tish: 

Dried  and  salt. .  .do 

Cuttle do 

Flour do 

Ginseng pounds. . 

Matchas:  Japanese... gross.. 

Medicines value. . 

Metals: 

Iron  and  mild  steel- 
New   bars  and  nail 

rods tons. 

-      Old do... 

Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars, 

tons 

Tin,  in  slabs tons. 

Tinned  plates do 

Oil:  Kerosene... Am.  galls. 

Opium pounds . 

Rattan tons . 

Rice do... 

Sugar: 

Refined do... 

White do... 


1914 


113.. "iOS 
187,019 


3,196 
9.6.'?8 
74.635 

7,333 


17, 269, 867 

4,659,333 

216 

3,287 

1.9SS 

14,446 

23, ISO 

1,114,433 

$202,290 


1,252 
1,194 

85 

905 

798 

7, 520, 006 

108, 635 

241 

3,088 

6, 466 
3,038 


1915 


150,357 
173,165 


3.033 
14,672 
19,834 

8,933 
162. 400 

18, 472, 207 

2,944.267 

284 

4,520 

1,597 

26 

15.915 

1,235,640 

$152,952 


555 
1,264 

105 

6S2 

1.390 

7,440.012 

39, 0  0 

465 

26, 125 

805 
1,905 


Articles. 


FOKEIGN  GOODS— con. 

Woolen  goods: 

Ca  lets,  English, 
pieces 

Cloth,  broad,  medium 
hal)it,  and  Russian, 
yards 

Long  ells pieces. . 

Spanish  stripes,  .yards. . 

N.\TIVE  GOODS. 

Bean  cake tons. 

Beans do 

Cotton  goods: 

Nankeens pounds. 

Sheetings pieces. 

Shirtings,  gray . .  .do 

Yarns pounds. 

Cotton,  raw tons. 

Fibres: 

Pineapple do 

Ra    ie do... 

Flour.Shaiighai  ndUs.do. . . 
Groundnuts   (peanuts), 

tons 

Oil:   Bean,  groundnut,  and 

wood ions. 

Medicines value. 

Rice tons. 

Sa   -shu do... 

Silk  piece  goods. .  .pounds. 
Tea: 

Black do... 

Green do... 

Tobacco  leaf tons. 

Wheat do... 

Vermicelli do . . . 


1914 


944 


1,95-! 
1,423 
16,713 


176,572 
35. 694 

378, 133 

16,440 

80 

108, 533 

898 

232 
4,721 
5,854 

5,419 

1,303 

$215,989 

80.225 

4,857 

155, 333 

1, 278, 533 

933 

1,522 

2,041 

2,220 


igi5 


633 


797 
1,104 
9,712 


227,855 
69.653 

500  933 

11,614 

460 

771,867 

1,022 

90 

4.337 
18,500 

19,067 

2,494 

$232,935 

64,885 

4,977 

168,000 

1,509,600 
1.067 
2,516 
2,320 
2,610 


Cotton  Goods  the  Principal  Imports. 

Imports  of  cotton  goods  amounted  to  $3,559,065  in  1915,  as  against 
$4,246,633  in  1914,  and  constituted  the  major  portion  of  the  foreign 
import  trade.  Arrivals  of  drills,  flannel,  gray  plain  sheetings,  and 
"white  plain  shirtings  were  less  in  1915  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
while  imports  of  gray  plain  shirtings  and  T  cloths  increased.  Busi- 
ness was  good  and  dealers  made  money,  particularly  in  dyed  and 
fancy  goods,  which,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  securing  dyes  for  dye- 
ing locally  were  at  a  premium.  Imports  of  whites  and  grays  were 
affected  by  the  high  price  of  dyed  goods.  [Details  regarding  the 
cotton-goods  trade  at  Swatow  Avere  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  Dec.  15,  1915.] 

Only  19,834  gross  spools  of  thread  were  imported  in  1915.  This 
thread  is  used  in  the  drawn  work  and  embroidery  industry  and  in 
Chinese  homes.  It  appears  that  there  is  a  good  chance  for  American 
manufacturers  to  import  thread  at  the  present  time.  [Details  re- 
garding this  trade  were  published  in  Commerce  Eeports  for  Dec. 
11,  1915.] 

Imports  of  Japanese  yarns  fell  off  by  almost  2,000,000  pounds, 
although  the  total  imports  of  yarn  amounted  to  about  the  same  as  in 
1914.  Imports  of  Indian  yarn,  which  dominates  the  market,  in- 
creased by  over  1,000,000  pounds.  About  162,000  pounds  of  Hong- 
kong yarn  came  to  Swatow  during  last  3'car,  while  none  was  re- 
ported as  arriving  in  1914.  A  rise  in  prices  about  July  enabled 
dealers  to  make  sufficient  to  give  them  a  slight  margin  of  profit  on 


CHINA SWATOW.  7 

the  year's  trade.  [Details  in  regard  to  this  item  were  puhhshed  in 
Co3iMEiiCE  Keports  for  Dec.  30,  1915.] 

Scarcity  of  Dyes — Woolens  little  Used. 

Only  $13,346  worth  of  aniline  dyes  (customs  valuation)  came  to 
SwatoAv  in  1915,  while  in  1914  $Ct,62G  worth  arrived,  and  in  1913 
J^-52,130  worth  was  imported.  These  dyes  Avere  quoted  here  at  the  end 
of  the  year  at  $510  to  $520  Mexican  (about  $255  to  $2G0  United  States 
currency)  per  cask,  as  against  $50  Mexican  (about  $25  United  States 
currency)  per  cask  before  the  war.  Red  dye  that  was  formerly  sold  at 
18  cents  Mexican  per  bottle  reached  $2.80  Mexican.  Even  at  this  rate 
the  holders  were  not  inclined  to  sell,  as  they  expected  the  price  to  go 
higher.  The  scarcity  of  dyes  seriously  affects  the  cotton-goods  trade 
in  this  district,  Avhere  cloth  is  dyed  and  reexported.  As  a  result  of 
the  high  prices,  much  speculation  has  been  indulged  in.  The  actual 
dyei-s  stoud  little  chance  of  obtaining  supplies  at  anything  but  ab- 
normal prices,  and  it  was  easier  and  more  profitable  for  dyers  to 
realize  on  the  stocks  they  held  than  to  use  them  for  d^^eing  purposes. 
Many  dealers  in  dves  have  made  profits  ranging  from  $10,000  to 
$100,000. 

Difficulty  in  securing  Avoolen  goods  caused  a  decline  in  imports  and 
a  big  increase  in  prices.  The  value  of  the  1914  imports  was  $114,780; 
that  of  the  1915  imports,  $44,838.  This  market  is  relatively  unim- 
portant, as  the  Chinese  find  clothing  made  from  cotton  cheaper  and 
more  suitable  for  all-the-year  wear  than  that  made  of  wool. 
Decrease  in  Kerosene  Imports. 

Imports  of  kerosene  fell  off  about  80,000  gallons.  It  is  estimated 
that  iuiporters'  stocks  at  the  close  of  the  year  were  some  900,000  gal- 
lons larger  than  at  the  same  time  in  1914.  The  demand  was  sup- 
plied by  imports  from  the  United  States  valued  at  $469,180;  Su- 
matra, $328,869;  Borneo,  $35,098;  and  Japan,  $13,200.  Japanese  oil 
is  comparatively  new  to  this  market,  is  of  low  grade,  and  has  not,  as 
yet,  found  fa^or  with  consumers.  Owing  to  scarcity  of  tonnage,  etc., 
resulting  in  increased  freight  rates,  the  selling  prices  of  oil  advanced, 
closing  the  3'ear  at  2  to  3  cents.  United  States  currency,  higher  than 
for  the  year  before  for  the  various  grades.  [Details  concerning  the 
kerosene  trade  of  this  joort  were  published  in  Commerce  Eeports 
for  Aug.  10,  1915.] 

Flour,  Rice,  Sugar,  and  Fish  Imports. 

High  prices  caused  by  war  demands  prevented  the  import  of  for- 
eign flour,  mostly  American,  for  Avhile  14,440  tons  Avere  imported  in 

1914,  only  26  tons  found  their  way  here  in  1915.  Shanghai  mill 
flour  has  taken  its  place,  for  18,500  tons  of  this  kind  Avere  imported 
in  1915  as  against  5,854  tons  in  1914.  [See  report  on  the  flour  trade 
of  SAvatoAv  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Dec.  8,  1915.] 

Rice  imports  increased  from  3,088  tons  in  1914  to  26,125  tons  in 

1915,  due  to  the  fact  that  less  Chinese-groAvn  rice  Avas  imported  dur- 
ing the  year. 

The  high  prices  of  foreign  sugars  caused  a  decline  in  the  import 
of  this  article,  mainly  from  Hongkong  and  Java.  In  1914,  6,466 
tons  of  refined  and  3,038  tons  of  Avhite  AA'ere  imported,  Avhile  in  1915 
only  865  tons  of  refined  and  1,905  tons  of  white  reached  SAvatow. 
Local  native  sugar  was  used  instead.    In  1914  the  price  of  foreign 
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sugar  was  60  to  90  cents  per  liiindredweight  cheaper  than  the 
native  product,  and  the  preserves  manufacturers  used  the  former 
entirely.  In  1915,  as  native  sugar  was  quoted  GO  to  90  cents  per 
hundredweight  under  the  imported  article,  the  Chinese  consumers 
used  only  the  native  product.  [See  Commerce  Keports  for  Aug.  11, 
1915,  for  details  of  the  sugar  mdustry  of  Sv/atow.] 

Imports  of  dried,  salted,  and  cuttle  fish  were  the  same  in  amount 
as  in  1914.    The  6,117  tons  imported  in  1915  were  valued  at  $290,754. 

Ginseng  and  Patent  Medicines  Imported — Metals. 

Imports  of  ginseng  fell  from  23,180  pounds  in  1914  to  15,915  in 
1915,  due  to  the  fact,  it  is  stated,  that  dealers  in  Hongkong  did  not 
stock  up  with  this  article  on  account  of  the  tight  money  market,  and 
as  local  dealers  make  their  purchases  in  Hongkong  a  smaller  amount 
than  usual  was  imported  into  Swatow. 

The  value  of  the  medicines,  largely  patent,  arriving  fell  from 
$202,290  to  $152,952.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  Ameri- 
can medicines  of  this  kind  should  not  obtain  a  foothold  in  this 
market. 

High  freight  rates  and  increased  prices  caused  the  imports  of 
new  iron  and  steel  to  fall  from  1,252  tons  in  1914  to  555  tons  in  1915. 
The  amount  of  old  iron  and  steel  arriving  increased  to  1,264  tons 
and  the  imports  of  tinned  plates  were  almost  doubled.  Increasing 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  metals  from  European 
sources  and  there  is  an  opening  in  this  line  for  American  manu- 
facturers. The  total  metal  and  mineral  imports  for  1915  were  valued 
at  $533,731,  [Details  regarding  the  local  market  for  wire  nails 
were  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  30,  1915.] 
Minor  Imports  of  Foreign  Goods. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  some  of  the  minor  imports 
of  foreign  goods  into  Swatow  in  1914  and  1915: 


Articles. 


Electrical  materials  and  fit- 
tings  

Glue 

Clothing,  hats,  boots,  shoes, 
and  gloves  (except  leather 
and  rubber) 

Haberdashery 

Hosiery 

Dyes  and  colors: 

Aniline 

Indigo ,  artificial , 


1914 


$8,579 
49.419 


94, 131 

14,489 
42,804 

(17,604 
251,949 


58,200 
27,844 


90, 408 
17,455 
36,520 


Articles. 


Dyes  and  colors— Continued. 

Bark ,  mangrove 

All  other 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Machines:    Embroidering, 

knitting,  and  sewing 

Milk ,  condensed 

Umbrellas 

riaying  cards 

Hardware 

Umbrella  frames 


?13,  rm 
66, 504 
61, 250 

39, 739 
35,181 
51,671 


8,251 
20, 129 


1915 


?11,918 
82, 121 
27,327 

16,325 
17,304 
47,964 
3,686 
6,980 
7,237 


All  the  items  in  the  foregoing  table,  except  haberdashery,  unclassi- 
fied dyes  and  colors,  and  playing  cards  show  declines,  due  no  doubt 
to  difficulty  in  securing  these  goods  from  abroad.  There  should  be 
opportunities  for  American  manufacturers  to  supply  the  deficien- 
cies noted,  especially  in  hosiery,  lamps  and  lampware,  knitting, 
embroidering,  and  sewing  machines,  condensed  milk  [for  details 
regarding  this  item,  see  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  27,  1915],  um- 
brellas and  umbrella  frames,  and  hardware. 
Imports  of  Native  Goods. 

Imports  of   bean   cake,   principally   from   Manchuria,   increased. 
This  is  used  locally  as  a  fertilizer.    The  import  of  this  article  was 


CHINA — SWATOW. 


9 


overstimiilatecl,  with  the  result  that  losses  amounting  to  between 
$30,000  and  $35,000  were  suliered  by  the  30  to  40  dealers  engaged  in 
the  trade.  Nankeens,  a  Chinese  cotton  cloth,  increased  in  import 
from  378,133  })ounds  in  191-4  to  500,933  pounds  in  1915.  The  increas- 
ing popularity  of  Chinese  yarn,  made  in  Shanghai,  is  shown  by  the 
figures — 108.533  pounds  for  1914  and  771,867  pounds  for  1915.  Im- 
ports of  Shanghai  Hour  increased  as  the  imports  of  American  flour 
fell  oft".  Arrivals  of  groundnuts  (peanuts)  increased,  as  did  im- 
ports of  silk  piece  goods.    Tea  was  largely  reexported. 

Imports    through    the    Native    Customs    comprise    native    goods 
brought  into  Swatow  from  near-by  Kwangtung  and  Fukien  ports  in 
Chinese  junks. 
Imports  of  Opium  and  Coal. 

The  total  imports  of  foreign  opium  for  1915  amounted  to  241 
chests,  weighing  33,8()G  pounds,  and  valued  at  $9r)l,*213,  Avhile  for 
1914,  737  chests  weighing  103,18(3  pounds  were  imported.  It  is  re- 
ported that  importers  had  a  successful  year,  as  the  price,  which  was 
$11,600  Mexican  per  picul  (about  $35  United  States  currency  per 
pound)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  rose  steadily  until  it  was  $21,300 
Mexican  per  picul  (about  $64  United  States  currency  per  pound)  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  As  the  sale  of  opium  has  now  become  a  Govern- 
ment monopoly,  dealers  have  been  forced  to  rid  themselves  of  their 
stocks  and  retire  from  the  business. 

The  imports  of  coal  amounted  to  96.782  tons  in  1915,  as  against 
98,165  tons  in  1914.     Japanese  coal  suffered  by  this  decline,  while 
Hongay  (French  Indo-China)  coal  made  fair  gains  and  Chinese  coal 
from  North  China  made  substantial  gains. 
Exports  Through  Maritime  Customs. 

During  1915  an  increased  amount  of  local  produce  Avas  exported 
from  Swatow,  especially  to  Hongkong  and  foreign  countries.  Ex- 
ports of  chinaware,  fans,  groundnuts,  liquid  indigo,  pottery,  paper, 
sugar,  tea,  paper  umbrellas,  vermicelli,  and  macaroni  increased, 
while  those  of  fresh  eggs,  grass  cloth,  jute  skin,  oranges,  tobacco, 
and  vegetables  decreased.  The  principal  articles  exported  through 
the  Maritime  Customs  (not  including  reexports)  are  shown  in  the 
followino;  table: 


ArUcles. 


Bags,     gunny     and     hemp, 

pieces 

Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware, 

value 

Chinaware.  coarse tons.. 

Cloth,      native      (nankeens) 

tons 

Egg.s,  fresh value. . 

Fans pieces. . 

Flour: 

Potato tons . . . 

Rice do 

Grass  cloth do 

Groundnuts  (peanuts)  .do 

Indipo,  liquid do 

Joss  slicks do 

Jute  skin do 

Oil:  Groundnut do.... 

Oranges,  fresh do 


1914 


1,096,160 

$121,190 
4,573 

209 

$177, S99 
1,702,527 

3,360 

808 

377 

1,737 

817 

1,532 

1,968 

2,206 

14,623 


1,153,270 

$122,553 
5,002 

147 

$128,011 
1,808,583 

3, 863 

930 

320 

2,2."0 

2,333 

1,630 

1,082 

2,108 

12,624 


Articles. 


Paper: 

Joss tons, 

All  other do. .. 

Pottery  (earthen ware).. do... 
Ramie    thread    and    twine 

tons 

Sugar: 

Brown tons. 

M  hite do... 

Tea: 

Black,  Oolong. .  .pounds. 

Green,  Hysou do. . . 

Tin  foil Ions. 

Tobacco,  prepared do. .. 

ITnilirellas,  paper pieces. 

Vo  'etaliles:  Dried  and  salted, 

tons 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni 
tons 


1914 


3,837 

0,852 
9,995 


22,. 352 
7,645 

471,000 

80, 067 

191 

2,289 

174,050 

15,097 

985 


1915 


4,016 

0, 992 

10,087 


24,759 
9,139 

544,300 

114,700 

163 

1,861 

243,411 

10, 512 

1,185 


34825°— 52a— 16- 
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Exports  of  Indigo,  Oranges,  Sugar,  and  Tea. 

The  foi-egoing  table  shows  a  hirge  increase  in  the  export  of  liquid 
indigo.  Before  the  importation  of  artificial  indigo  a  large  business 
"Nvas  done  at  Swatow  in  the  natural  indigo  trade.  The  cheapness  of 
the  imported  article  killed  this  business.  But  now  that  the  war  in 
Europe  has  resulted  in  cutting  off  this  market,  the  local  industry  has 
started  up  again — a  fact  which  accounts  for  the  increased  export  of 
indigo. 

Orange  exports  for  1915  show^  a  decrease.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  1914  crop  is  the  one  that  enters  into  the  1915 
statistics,  for  the  reason  that  the  orange  crop  is  not  totally  harvested 
until  February.  During  the  fall  of  1914  several  typhoons  visited 
Swatow  and  its  vicinity,  causing  havoc  among  the  orange  trees. 

The  increase  in  the  export  of  sugar  Avas  due  to  the  high  price  of 
foreign  sugars.  [Details  regarding  the  sugar  industry  of  Swatow 
were  published  in  Com:merce  Reports  for  August  11,  1915.] 

Swatow  acts  as  a  distributing  center  for  large  exports  of  tea,  which 
is  not  grown  here,  but  comes  from  Fukien.  It  is  shipped  mainly  to 
Siam  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  where  there  are  thousands  of  Chi- 
nese emigrants  from  this  district.  These  Chinese,  instead  of  getting 
their  tea  direct,  prefer  buying  it  in  their  home  port. 

The  falling  off  in  the  grass-cloth  exports  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
this  article,  which  is  a  luxury,  was  not  in  demand  abroad  to  the  ex- 
tent it  had  been  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

The  prosperity  of  Sw-atow  and  its  vicinity  depends  upon  the  sale 
of  products  of  local  origin  among  emigrants  from  this  district  wdio 
are  working  in  places  in  the  South  Seas,  such  as  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments, the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  the  Federated  Malay  States,  and 
upon  the  remittances  these  emigrants  send  to  Swatow.  The  money 
received  for  these  exports,  of  which  very  few  find  their  way  to  for- 
eign countries,  except  those  inhabited  by  Chinese,  is  used  partly  in 
purchasing  imports. 

local  Produce  Recorded  for  Export. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  represent  the  amounts  of  the 
principal  articles  of  Chinese  produce  brought  to  Swatow  in  1914 
and  1915  from  places  within  the  Chaochow  Prefecture  and  declared 
to  be  for  export  through  the  Maritime  Customs : 


Articles. 


Bamboo  ware 

Caper  cutchery 

Chinaware,  coarse 

Fil>ers;  Jute  skin 

Firecrackers 

Fish  nets 

Flour: 

Potato 

Rice 

Garlic 

Grass  cloth 

Groundnuts  (peanuts). . 

Indigo,  liquid 

Iron  pans 

Joss  sticks 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli 


1914 


Tom. 

1,971 

165 

2,246 

2,264 

301 

362 

2,692 
SO? 

2,822 
111 
429 
508 

1,189 

1,743 
789 


Tovs. 

2,245 

532 

5,130 

1,915 

371 

140 

4,777 

030 

2, 815 

199 

600 

3,884 

1,585 

2,029 

938 


Articles. 


Oil:  Groundnut 

Paper: 

First  quality 

Second  quality ; 

Joss 

PcrMmmous,  dried 

Pottery 

Ramie  thread  and  twine 

Samshu 

Sugar: 

Brown 

AVhite 

Tea 

Tobacco,  prepared 

Turnips,  salted 

Vegetables,  dried  and  salted 


Tons. 
1,478 

2,638 
4,511 
3,740 
572 
504 
323 
409 

22,916 
7,829 

313 
2,510 
1,969 

234 


1915 


Tom. 
1,260 

3,237 
5,177 
4,611 
1,095 
1,322 
557 
1,403 

24, 495 
10,014 
578 
2,048 
2,550 
267 
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Customs  Revenues — Exports  to  United  States — Coolie  Emigration. 

The  aiiioiint  of  revenue  collected  by  the  Maritime  Customs  amount- 
ed to  $793,388  in  1915  and  to  $994,0(;i>  in  1914.  The  amount  of  duties 
on  imports  (excluding  opium)  in  1915  amounted  to  $305,516;  ex- 
ports (excluding  opium),  $-274,673;  and  coast-trade  duties,  $117,487. 

The  total  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  Ignited  States  in- 
voiced at  this  consulate  was  $469  in  1914  and  $835  in  1915.  The  items 
last  vear  were:  Drawn  work,  $443;  feathers,  $342;  and  household 
effects,  $50. 

Business  conditions  in  the  Straits  Settlements,  on  account  of  the 
war,  were  such  that  Chinese  could  not  find  labor  as  readily  as  here- 
tofore. In  fact,  the  Singapore  authorities  prohibited  the  arrival  of 
coolies  during  the  first  three  months  of  1915.  After  April  1  only  a 
restricted  traffic  was  allowed.  Hence  only  16,866  coolies  left  Swatow 
for  that  region  during  1915,  compared  with  35,349  in  1914. 

Cheap  Manufactured  Goods  Chiefy  Wanted. 

As  the  district  is  agricultural,  it  is  usless  to  expect  to  find  here  a 
market  for  products  that  could  be  marketed  only  in  an  industrial 
center.  The  market  that  exists  is  for  goods  that  can  be  consumed  by 
a  population  whose  purchasing  power  is  small,  whose  standard  of 
living  is  low,  and  whose  chief  concern  is  to  obtain  the  simplest  and 
cheapest  products  enabling  them  to  exist.  The  greatest  demand  is 
therefore  for  food  and  clothing.  Foreign  cotton  goods,  wdiich  is 
made  up  into  clothing,  is  the  largest  item  imported.  Kerosene,  being 
cheaper  and  giving  better  results  than  native  vegetable  oils,  is  the 
next  largest.  Then  come  food  supplies,  such  as  rice,  condensed  milk, 
flour  (which  was  formerly  American),  fish  products,  refined  sugar, 
matches,  medicines,  and  ginseng.  Among  the  better  class  of  Chinese, 
who  form  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole  population,  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  articles  more  of  the  nature  of  luxuries,  such  as  watches, 
clocks,  jewelry,  lamps,  haberdashery,  soap,  and  wines  of  foreign 
origin. 

Native  Industries — Hongkong  the  Chief  Distributing  Center. 

There  are,  of  course,  certain  small  industries  at  Swatow  and  their 
number  is  constantly  increasing.  But  they  are  not,  as  yet,  so  nu- 
merous as  to  warrant  direct  connections  between  the  United  States 
or  any  other  foreign  country  and  this  port  with  a  view  to  supply  the 
machinery,  machinery  parts,  and  accessories  needed  in  these  indus- 
tries. The  same  is  true  of  the  hardware  and  building  industries. 
The  few  wants  of  this  nature  can  be  supplied  easily  from  Hongkong, 
which  is  the  great  distributing  center  for  South  China,  180  miles 
from  Swatow.  American  manufacturers  interested  in  these  lines 
would  find  that  representation  in  Hongkong  would  be  sufficient  to 
cover  this  territory. 

As  for  the  actual  necessities  mentioned  above,  the  bulk  of  the 
cotton  goods  comes  from  Hongkong,  where  large  stocks  are  ordi- 
narily kept.  It  is  much  easier  for  a  Chinese  merchant  to  travel  the 
short  distance  from  Swatow  to  Hongkong  and  purchase  what  he 
desires  or  to  purchase  his  stock  through  a  friendly  Chinese  firm  there 
as  he  needs  it  than  to  make  arrangements  to  secure  goods  direct  from 
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abroad.  This  holds  true  Avith  many  other  articles  of  a  foreign  kind, 
such  as  flour,  condensed  milk,  and  ginseng,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  practically  all  of  Swatow's  imports  of  foreign  goods  pass 
through  Hongkong.  Kerosene,  as  an  exception,  comes  direct  from 
the  United  States.  Borneo,  or  Sumati'a.  Matches  come  from  Japan 
via  Taiwan   (Formosa). 

Few  Foreign  Firms  in  Swatow. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  understood  why  there  are  few 
foreign  firms  or  foreign  banks  established  at  Swatow.  At  the  end 
of  1915  there  Avere  six  British,  three  German,  and  one  American 
firms  established  here.  Two  of  the  British  firms  are  purely  shipping 
firms,  two  dcAote  themseh^es  solely  to  the  import  of  special  commodi- 
ties, oil  and  cigarettes,  and  one  is  almost  purely  an  insurance  agency. 
The  American  firm  devotes  itself  solely  to  the  importation  of  kero- 
sene. The  other  firms  have  been  established  here  many  years  and 
are  interested  in  the  general  import  and  export  trade.  Although  the 
number  of  Chinese  firms  continues  to  increase  it  is  doubtful  if  there 
will  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  foreign  firms  for  some  time  to 
come.  Ordinarily,  in  China,  the  foreign  firm  is  the  intermediary  be- 
tween the  foreign  exporter  and  the  local  Chinese  merchant,  but  in 
the  case  of  SwatoAv  the  nearness  of  Hongkong  practically  does  aAvay 
with  the  need  of  the  local  foreign  intermediary  firm. 

FOOCHOW. 

By  Consul   Albert  W.  Pontius,  Jaimsiry  31. 

The  net  value  of  the  trade  of  the  port  of  Foochow  during  1915 
was  $11,770,.537.  Foreign  imports  amounted  to  $3,382,208,  native 
imports  to  $2,818,801,  and  exports  to  $5,51:9.281:.  Expressed  in  hai- 
kwan  taels,  the  Chinese  customs  unit  of  currency,^  the  returns  show 
an  increase  in  total  value  of  the  trade  amounting  to  159,290  taels, 
in  compari'^on  with  1914.  Imports  from  Chinese  ports  increased  by 
1,294,537  taels  and  exports  by  254,407  taels,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
imports  of  foreign  goods  declined  by  1,389,758  taels  in  value.  An 
interesting  feature  of  the  year  was  the  record  shipment  abroad  of 
native  produce,  the  total  exports  in  1915  under  this  head  being 
valued  at  3,831,581  haikwan  taels. 

Factors  Affecting  Trade — Revenues — Shipping. 

The  trade  in  practically  all  of  the  articles  imported  from  European 
countries  Avas  affected  by  the  Avar.  No  goods  from  Germany,  Austria, 
or  Belgium  Avere  imported  during  1915.  Imports  from  Japan  showed 
a  steady  gain  as  a  result  of  the  Avar,  and  in  many  instances  replaced 
European-nuide  articles;  but  the  boycott  placed  on  Japanese  goods 
caused  a  considerable  loss  to  this  trade. 

The  customs  revenues  for  1915  AA-ere  as  f oIIoavs  :  Import  duties, 
$101,127;  export  duties,  $175,705;  coast  trade,  $30,060;  tonnage  dues, 

1  UnitccI  States  ciirrpney  fi.i;;urcs  should  not  bo  used  in  making  this  coiuparison,  owing  to 
the  considerable  difference  in  the  average  rates  of  the  haikwan  tael  in  1914  and  1915,  the 
tael  values  for  these  two  years  being  $0.C7  and  $0.G12,  I'cspectlvely. 
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$7,378;  transit  dues,  $7,777.  No  opium  was  imported  during  the 
year.  The  total  collection  showed  a  large  decrease  over  the  pre- 
vious year. 

The  total  number  of  steamers  entering  during  1915  was  57G,  with 
a  total  tonnage  of  491,982,  distributed  as  follows: 


Nationalities. 


Chinese.. 
British . . 
Japanese 
Dutch... 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

337 
134 
114 

8 

152,338 

198,321 

130, 139 

5,S18 

Nationalities. 


Norwegian.. 
Total. 


Number. 


576 


Tonnage. 


5,366 


491,982 


Banking  and  Rates  of  Exchange. 

The  low  rate  of  exchange  which  prevailed  during  the  greater  part 
of  1915  was  unfavorable  to  importers,  although  conversely,  of  course, 
it  suited  the  tea-exporting  firms  very  well.  Apart  from  the  price 
of  bar  silver,  which  ruled  low-  for  most  of  the  year,  gold  rates 
showed  a  decided  tendency  to  go  down  during  the  tea  season,  owing 
to  competition  among  the  banks  for  export  paper.  During  the  last 
two  months  of  the  year  silver  rose  steadily,  as  a  result  of  continental 
and  British  mint  buying,  and  gold  rates  moved  up  in  sympathy,  but 
whether  importers  Averc  able  to  take  advantage  of  this  fact  is 
doubtful. 

Four  ncAV  native  banks  were  established  during  the  year,  the  total 
banks  now  in  operation  numbering  38.  The  net  profit  of  the.se 
banks  is  said  to  have  been  $100,000,  only  two  failures,  both  unim- 
portant, having  occurred  in  the  year.  The  outstanding  bank  notes 
issued  by  these  banks  amount  to  $800,000.  The  two  local  Govern- 
ment banks  haAe  notes  outstanding  to  the  amount  of  $180,000.  Sil- 
ver coins  at  present  outstanding  amount  in  value  to  $180,000.  Owing 
to  the  decreased  trade  in  foreign  imports  and  the  remission  of 
$3,600,000  to  Peking  as  provincial  taxes  and  revenue,  the  business 
done  Avas  not  so  good  as  in  the  ])revious  year. 

With  a  vieAv  to  improving  existing  conditions,  instructions  have 
recently  been  received  from  the  Central  GoA^ernment  directing  the 
local  native  banks  to  gradually  AvithdraAA'  their  bank  notes  from 
circulation.  At  the  request  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  the  time 
limit  for  the  Avithdrawal  has  been  extended  to  five  years. 

Trade  Avith  Principal  Countries — Imports  and  Exports. 

The  exports  of  1915  AA'ent  chiefly  to  the  folloAving  countries: 
Hongkong,  $1,359,817;  Great  Britain,  $1,037,217;  Russia,  $739,090; 
Japan,  $5^13,020;  the  United  States,  $221,302;  Australasia,  $197,791; 
and  France,  $101,840.  Imports  from  foreign  countries  direct  Avere 
as  follows:  From  Honokong,  $2,085,987;  Japan,  $494,025:  the 
United  States,  $120,013;  Straits  Settlements,  etc.,  $10,115;  and  Great 
Britain,  $8,827.  Most  of  the  foreign  imports  from  Hongkong  Avere 
of  British  origin,  but  the  local  customs  statistics  do  not  classify  the 
imports  b}'  first  country  of  origin.  A  large  share  of  the  American 
manufactured  goods  sold  locally  is  also  imported  through  that  port. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  princi- 
pal imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of  Foochow  for  the  last  two 
years : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Cotton  goods: 
Shirtings— 

G  rav  .plain 

White  .plain 

White ,  Irishes 

Drills— 

Ainerican 

English 

Jeans— Knglish 

T  cloth— 

F nglish,  32  inches 

.Japanese 

Camhrics.  lawns,  and  muslins,  white,  dyed,  and  printed 

Chintzes  and  plain  cotton  prints 

Lenos  and  balzarines.  white,  dved,  and  printed 

Tur  ey-red  cottons  and  dyed  T  cloth 

Cotton  Italians,  plain  and  figured 

Poplins,  plain  and  figured 

Shirtings— 

D  ,  ed ,  plain 

Hong  ong,  dyed,  plain 

Cotton  flannel—  " 

Plain,  dyed ,  and  printed — American 

Striped— .lapanese 

Japanese  cotton  cloth 

Velvets  and  velveteens 

Cotton  blan  ets 

Cotton  goods,  unclassed 

Cotton  yarn— 

]•  nglish 

Hong'  ong 

Indian 

Jananese 

Cotton  thread — 

In  balls 

On  s;3€o!s 

Woolen  goods: 

Blan  ets  and  rugs 

Camlets—  f  ngiish 

Cloth— broad,  medium,  habits,  and  Russian 

Lastings,  woolen 

Woolen  and  worsted  yam  and  cord 

Berlin  wool 

Miscellaneous  piece  goods: 

Canvas  and  cotton  duck 

Metals: 

Brass — Ro'is,  sheets,  plates,  nails,  etc 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new — 

Bars 

Cobbles  and  wire  shorts 

Hoops 

Nails  and  rivets 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old— Plates  and  sheets 

Iron,  irilvani'.ed — AVire 

Lea  i,  in  pigs  and  bars 

Quicksilver 

Tin,  in  slabs 

Tinned  plates 

Sundries: 

Aniseed  star 

Bags 

BJche  de  mcr 

Bedsteads — Iron 

Birds'  nests 

Books,  charts,  music,  etc 

Buttons — Brass  and  fancy 

Candles 

Cardamoms 

Cement 

CigT relies 

Cigars 

Clocks  and  watches 

Clothing,  hats,  boots,  etc.  (other  than  rubber) 

Coi! 

Covers,  bed  and  table 

Cutlery  and  electroplated  ware 


1914 


5123,397 

$135,317 

40,714 

50,453 

3,909 
14,720 

3,690 

52,119 

43,392 

18, 080 

8,099 

12'',S95 

60,977 

17,781 

30.651 

9.026 

7,18t 

12, 985 

12,443 

1.781 

2.652 

s,410 

17,483 

45,829 

44,786 

13, 005 

30,333 

2t.l22 

23,400 

11,(K)5 

8,357 

10,932 

5,294 

38. »  0 

23,090 

4,22'-. 

8,168 

7,517 

5,206 

1 ,  1.W 

4,081 

39, 493 

9,852 

170 

1,577 

08, 131 

40,877 

3!fi,084 

254,211 

(■2,  OSO 

22,609 

1,447 

979 

10.589 

11,699 

.\532 

4,969 

4,403 

1.873 

3.955 

2,597 

2.015 

2,115 

5,949 

4,245 

10.322 

7,741 

4, 423 

5,078 

5,075 

5,546 

2, 553 

2,001 

r^,  858 

3,352 

1,232 

1,578 

6,045 

6, 582 

4.445 

5,664 

3, 105 

4,665 

45, 505 

104,2,57 

4,139 

2,297 

181,  (iSS 

82,  883 

16,881 

18, 185 

2,  .332 

2,311 

1,290 

12,979 

42,  764 

103,753 

1,762 

1,8.38 

4,  305 

9.146 

2,186 

1,962 

3,. 579 

3, 883 

17,125 

19,902 

2, 691 

4,039 

2,824 

2,764 

13,011 

20,787 

6, 190 

1,965 

12,110 

5,306 

29, 518 

3,383 

47,  885 

39, 460 

2,686 

1,648 

1,207 

1,493 
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Articles. 


19H 


1915 


IMPORTS — continued. 
Sundries — Continued. 

Dyes,  paiuls,  ami  colors— 

Barlv,  mangrove 

Sapan  wood 

Aniline  dyes 

Indigo,  artificial  and  natural 

Vermilion 

Paints  and  yjaiut  oil 

Elertrieal  materials  and  fittings 

Enameled  ware 

Fans— 1  aim  leaf 

Fish  and  fishery  products  (not  including  bfiche  de  mer) . 

Furniture,  and  mat  erials  for  making 

Guiseng 

Glass — Window 

Glass  and  glassware 


Glue. 

Haberdashery 

Hides— Cow  and  bufTalo. 


H  osiery 

Instruments  and  apparatus,  scientific  (including  medical  and  surgical). 

Isinglass 

Lamps  and  lamp  ware 

Leathe 


Leather  manufactures  (not  including  boots,  shoes,  gloves,  etc.) . 

Leather,  imitation,  and  oilcloth 

Loo'.-ing-giasses  and  mirrors 

Machinery — 

Propelling 

<  ther  Kinds  and  parts 

Machines— Sewing,  embroidery,  and  Icnitting 

Manures  (including  chemical  manures) 

Matches 

Mats  of  all  kinds 

Mediemes 

Milk,  condensed,  in  cans 

Cil- 

Engiue 

Kei  osene — 

American 

Borneo 

Japanese 

Sumatra 


Paper 

Pepper,  black  and  white 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Photographic  materials 

Rattans 

Sandalwood 

Seaweed  and  agar-agar 

Seeds 

Skins  and  furs 

Soap- 
Bar 

Toilet  and  fancy 

Soda 

Stationery  (not  including  paper) 

Stores,  household,  n.  e.  s 

Sugar- 
Brown 

While 

Refined 

Candy 

Sulphur 

Tele^aph  and  telephone  materials. . 

Timber- 
Hardwood 

Softwood 

Toilet  requisites 

Umbrellas — European  and  Japanese . 

Varnish 

Water,  aerated  and  mineral 

Wa.x— Paraffin 

Wines,  etc 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 


$4, 673 

6">7 

24,  .S21 

112,r,S9 

2,610 

12,039 

20, 1.51 

8,933 

2,  T.'.8 

369,44.-) 

5,98.5 

50,021 

12,525 

7,363 

3,167 

1,067 

13, 737 

17,9.55 

3,093 

7,C62 

18,840 

39,  .546 

6,681 

2,447 

3,405 


Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware. 

Bamboo  shoots 

Books,  printed 

Camphor 


2, 636 
21,716 
69, 265 
24, 291 
55, 925 

5,635 


329, 4E2 

62,  i06 

47,181 

123,210 

22, 263 

7,069 

8, 194 

3,131 

17,532 

23,416 

35,099 

13,572 

1,849 

18,247 
5,132 
9,990 
7,205 

17,495 

27, 865 
214,779 
lOS, 135 
104, 154 


6,212 

4,931 
1,977 
5,028 

20, 9.^9 

725 

4,664 

14,977 
5,229 
2,746 
5,627 


«5, 
1, 

3; 

66, 
4, 
3, 
4, 
2, 
4, 
353, 
2, 

31, 
8, 
5j 
3, 
1, 
4, 
7, 
7, 
4, 

12, 

51, 
3, 
1, 
3, 

2, 
11. 
3, 

'"57,' 
37, 
15, 

4, 


119, 

106, 
41, 
88, 
21, 


30, 
3, 

18, 
6, 
14, 

36, 
195, 
129, 

61, 


35, 7.59 

566, 477 

14,043 

2,377 


42, 403 

343, 2.38 

6,231 

4,863 
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Articles. 


Cereols 

C  binawai'c : 

Clothing:  Cinc'c  boots  and  shoes 

Corda  e:  Hemp 

Curiosities 

Feattiers:  Puck,  fowl,  etc 

Fish  and  fishery  products 

Fruits: 

Dried  and  preserved 

Fresh 

Furniti  re..; 

Me  iii  incs 

Mrs'  rooms 

Oil:  Bean,  rroiindniit,  tea,  wood,  ve:;etable,  etc 

Olives,  fresh  and  salt 

Orames 

Paper 

PotTtoes 

Seeds :  I  ily  flower 

Seedcake 

Tea: 

Black 

Green 

Brick 

Dust 

Timber  and  wood 

Tobacco,  and  leaf  )irepared 

Umbrellas  ('••ittysols) 

Wood  ware  (not  including  furniture) 


t40,-)20 
2,168 
4,026 
2, 5.10 
16,073 
18,734 
2,643 

(10,  rm 

9,  2S4 

6,099 

40,X.50 

112, 732 

21,000 

62,911 

98, 770 

777, 5SS 

10,607 

9,903 

14,983 

,444,882 

935,319 

74,367 

32,716 

,311,059 

29,578 

108, 156 

10, 287 


1915 


$16, 785 
2,867 
5,077 
3,453 
2,969 
7,868 
4,856 

61 , 296 
8,902 
17,077 
46, 623 
86, 439 
15, 187 
59, 018 
72,712 
868, 357 
8,835 
10,695 
15, 705 

3,502,025 

537,064 

129,202 

13,898 

1,217,567 

17,006 

78, 382 

8,066 


In  coiiA'erting  haikwan  taels  into  United  States  currency  the  rates 
of  exchange  used  in  the  foregoing  table  Avere  as  follows:  In  1914, 
1  haikwan  tael  =  $0.C7;  1915,  $0,612. 

Imports  of  Cotton  Goods — Japanese  Competition — Woolens. 

There  was  a  large  decline  in  foreign  imports  in  1915  owing  to  the 
war  and  the  lessened  demand  for  Japanese  wares.  Very  few  Ameri- 
can manufactures  were  imported  during  the  year. 

There  are  27  native  piece-goods  firms  in  Foochow  that  transact 
an  annual  business  of  more  than  $800,000.  Owing  to  the  bo^ycott 
on  Japanese  goods  the  native  manufactured  cotton  cloth  had  a  splen- 
did trade  during  the  year.  Native  cotton  cloths  are  imported  chiefly 
from  south  Yangtze  ports,  only  a  small  amount  being  manufactured 
locally. 

In  shirtings,  gray  and  white,  plain,  a  small  increase  in  the  trade 
was  had,  practically  all  of  this  class  of  goods  being  of  British  manu- 
facture, the  principal  demand  being  for  the  9-pounds-and-over 
article;  Japanese  manufacturers  made  little  headway,  importing 
only  2,250  pieces,  while  American  shirtings  made  no  showing  what- 
ever.    White  Irishes  entirely  disappeared. 

Imports  of  American  drills  have  never  been  large,  the  English 
variety  having  always  had  a  clear  field.  The  demand  for  drills  was 
chiefly  in  the  12!^-pound  article.  In  jeans,  the  imports  Avere  practi- 
cally all  of  Britisli  manufacture  and  in  30-yard  lengths.  A  large 
decline  is  shown,  but  the  trade  in  this  class  of  piece  goods  has  never 
been  large.  Imports  of  T  cloth  were  32-inch  goods  24  yards  in 
length,  the  British  article  still  predominating  in  demand;  the  cheaper 
Japanese  cloth  has  now  proved  a  formidable  competitor,  the  imports 
of  this  article  having  made  a  strong  showing  within  the  last  three 
years. 

The  trade  in  chintzes  and  plain  cotton  prints  and  in  Turkey-red 
cottons  and  dyed  T  cloth  was  steady,  while  imports  of  poplins,  plain 
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and  figured,  were  of  an  exceptional  quality,  the  value  more  than 
doubling  in  amount.  There  was  also  a  steady  demand  for  cotton 
Italians,  plain  and  figured. 

Imports  of  American  cotton  flannel  were  small,  the  demand  in  this 
class  of  goods  being  chiefly  for  the  Japanese  article.  The  trade  in 
velvets  and  velveteens  was  likewise  of  small  importance.  Lai'ge 
decreases  in  imports  of  cotton  yarn  were  shown  during  the  year, 
while  the  trade  in  cotton  thread  on  spools,  although  not  large,  showed 
a  steady  demand. 

No  large  trade  in  woolen  goods  in  general  was  shown,  the  same 
being  true  of  canvas  and  cotton  duck. 

Imports  of  Dyes,  Kerosene,  Flour,  Etc. 

Imports  of  aniline  dyes  were  small,  and  the  receipts  of  indigo 
declined  nearly  one-half  in  comparison  with  the  preceding  year. 
The  stocks  of  aniline  dye  colors  are  now  nearly  exhausted.  A  few 
of  the  native  firms  are  still  holding  small  quantities  of  stocks  on  the 
chance  of  a  still  further  rise  in  price.  The  prices  of  most  of  the 
German  dye  products  have  quadrupled.  The  stocks  of  German 
artificial  indigo  have  also  been  almost  depleted,  and  an  inferior  na- 
tive indigo  imported  from  the  neighboring  Province  of  Kwangtung 
is  now  being  used  instead  throughout  the  district. 

The  withdrawal  of  Austrian  enameled  ware  from  the  China  market 
caused  a  large  decline  in  imports  in  this  line.  Imports  of  American 
ginseng  declined  to  a  large  extent.  There  was  only  a  small  trade 
in  window  glass  and  glassware.  Receipts  of  lamps  and  lamp  ware 
were  also  unsatisfactory,  while  the  imports  of  leather  show^ed  a 
good  increase.  Imports  of  condensed  milk  never  have  been  large, 
but  there  is  likely  to  be  a  good  trade  in  this  article  soon;  one  of  the 
large  British  manufacturers  of  this  commodity  now  maintains  two 
representatives  in  South  China  pushing  its  sale. 

The  trade  in  American  engine  oil  showed  a  good  increase.  The 
large  stocks  of  kerosene  received  during  the  previous  year  accounted 
for  the  decline  in  imports  during  1915.  Shipments  of  Japanese  oil 
increased  to  351,655  gallons,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this  product 
will  prove  a  formidable  competitor  to  the  American  and  British 
Malayan  oils,  which  at  present  supply  the  local  market. 

The  imports  of  flour  during  1915  amounted  to  600,000  bags,  all  of 
the  product  being  imported  from  Shanghai  flour  mills.  No  Ameri- 
can flour  appeared  on  the  local  market,  but  the  average  price  ruling 
for  the  first  quality  was  $1.10  and  for  the  second  quality  $0.96. 

Exports  of  Native  Produce. 

Shipments  of  bamboo  and  bamboo  ware  were  quite  satisfactory, 
while  the  exports  of  bamboo  shoots  showed  a  large  decline.  Exports 
of  camphor  showed  an  increase,  the  large  trade  in  this  article  in 
the  past  being  ruined  by  reckless  exploitation  on  the  part  of  the  na- 
tives, but  it  is  reported  that  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  revive 
the  trade.  Local  cereals  had  a  poor  year,  while  shipments  of  fruit, 
dried  and  preserved,  indicated  a  steady  trade  in  this  article.  The 
feather  trade  has  suffered  severely  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and 
shipments  of  this  commodity  were  small  in  comparison  with  the 
former  trade. 


18  6UPPLE1VIENT   TO   COMMEBCE  EEPOETS. 

Fluctuations  in  Tea  Prices. 

The  tea  industry  is  an  important  feature  of  the  trade  of  this  port. 
The  season  opened  with  a  clear  market,  all  stocks  having  been  taken 
long  before  the  new  teas  came  down.  It  was  expected  that  prices 
would  be  somewhat  higher  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  first  teas 
brought  an  advance  of  $-2.27  per  picul  (1  picul=l'^3;\  pounds).  This 
advance  soon  rose  to  $3.40,  and  finally  $6.80  was  reached. 

The  large  Russian  orders  were  responsible  for  the  increased  prices. 
The  old  method  of  tasting  and  offering  for  teas  was  almost  completely 
done  away  with;  ordinary'  buyers  generally  had  to  take  what  they 
could  get.  This  rush  went  on  until  all  of  the  first  crop  was  bought, 
and  the  early  second  crop  brought  even  higher  prices.  These  high 
prices  were  more  especially  for  Congous,  but  fine  Souchongs  also 
brought  $3.40  to  $4,  and  in  some  cases  $5.10  to  $5.70,  over  the  prices 
of  the  previous  year. 

This  boom  sucldenly  stopped  at  the  end  of  July,  the  principal  causes 
being  the  sudden  cessation  of  bu3dng  for  Russia,  and  the  restrictions 
placed  on  exports  from  England  to  the  Continent.  The  large  stocks 
of  teas  in  London  and  Australia  and  the  large  supplies  from  other 
tea  centers  still  going  forward,  soon  finished  the  local  trade,  and 
buying  as  far  as  Foochow  was  concerned  stopped  and  has  not  yet  be- 
gun to  any  extent. 
Tea  Stocks  and  Shipments  to  United  States. 

There  still  remain  stocks  of  about  30,000  half  chests  of  Congou, 
5,000  half  chests  of  Souchong,  and  50,000  half  chests  of  Oolong,  as 
against  none  at  this  time  a  year  ago.  The  stocks  of  Congou  and 
Souchong  consists  chiefly  of  common  grades  only.  The  total  output 
for  the  season  was  as  follows :  Congou  269,000  half  chests.  Souchong 
68,000  half  chests,  and  Oolong  53.000  half  cliests. 

The  total  shipments  of  tea  to  the  United  States  and  the  Philippine 
Islands  amounted  to  2.627,476  pounds,  valued  at  $385,032,  an  increase 
of  more  than  40  per  cent.  Congous  were  shipped  to  the  markets  of 
Great  Britain,  Russia,  the  United  States,  France,  and  Australia. 
Oolongs  went  to  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  Souchongs 
were  distributed  in  the  markets  of  France  and  Great  Britain.  About 
940,000  pounds  of  flowery  and  orange  Pekoes  were  exported  during 
the  year,  these  products  finding  their  way  to  all  of  the  above-men- 
tioned countries.  No  shipments  were  made  to  Austria,  Germany,  or 
the  Netherlands. 
Green  and  Black  Tea — Brick  Tea — Tea  Oil. 

The  exports  of  green  and  black  tea  to  native  ports  and  foreign 
countries  amounted  to  28,415,600  pounds,  valued  at  $4,039,089.  Ship- 
ments to  foreign  countries  included  21,851,066  pounds  of  black  tea, 
valued  at  $3,340,833,  and  1,354,266  pounds  of  green  tea,  valued  at 
$140,212.  Shipments  of  green  tea  were  almost  entirely  for  native 
consumption  at  northern  ports.  Exports  in  this  item  showed  a  de- 
crease, owing  to  the  large  demand  for  the  black  variety  in  European 
countries  which  caused  higher  prices  to  rule  and  brought  better 
profits  to  the  grower.  Export  shipments  of  brick  tea  increased  by 
126,133  pounds. 

There  is  one  brick-tea  factory  in  operation  in  Foochow.  About 
8,500  packages,  weighing  1,700,000  pounds,  were  exported  during 
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the  year,  the  product  being  entirely  meant  for  Russian  consumption. 
Each  package  contained  80  bricks,  of  a  total  weight  of  200  pounds. 
The  price  prevailing  during  the  year  was  $11.40  per  package. 

Tea  oil  to  the  amount  of  147,066  pounds,  valued  at  $8,708,  was 
exported  during  the  year.  The  residue  laiown  as  oil  cake  is  used 
as  a  fertilizer,  and  5,164,666  pounds,  valued  at  $15,704,  was  shipped 
from  the  port  during  the  year.  The  oil  is  extracted  from  an  hibiscus 
plant  which  bears  no  relation  to  the  ordinary  tea  plant,  and  it  is 
used  chiefly  for  cooking  purposes  and  large  quantities  of  both  prod- 
ucts are  consumed  locally. 

"Rice  Consumption — Orange  Crop. 

Owing  to  the  prohibition  of  poppy  cultivation  the  growing  of  rice 
has  become  general  throughout  the  district.  The  quantity  of  rice 
coming  from  the  up-river  districts  during  the  past  year  is  estimated 
at  more  than  40,000  tons.  Foochow  itself  consumes  close  to  180  tons 
of  the  product  daily,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  sent  here  from  the 
up-river  country.  The  average  price  during  the  year  was  $2.52  per 
picul  (1.89  cents  per  pound). 

The  orange  crop  was  an  excellent  one,  the  total  production  amount- 
ing to  more  than  11,900  tons.  About  80,000  tubs  of  185  poimds 
weight  each  were  shipped  to  northern  ports,  and  about  30,000  tubs  of 
40  pounds  each  were  shipped  to  Singapore,  the  remainder  of  the  pro- 
duction being  consumed  locally.  The  prices  obtaining  during  the 
export  season  ranged  from  $0.60  to  $1  per  picul. 

Salt  Production — Poor  Mushroom  Crop. 

The  production  of  salt  during  the  year  was  estimated  at  170,473 
tons,  valued  at  $3,310,578,  The  exports  to  native  ports  amounted  to 
89,285  tons,  the  remainder  being  consumed  in  the  Province.  The 
production  showed  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  OA'er  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  rain  during  the  early  winter  of  1914-15,  the 
mushroom  crops  turned  out  poor  in  quality.  The  estimated  amount 
exported  during  the  last  year  was  290,000  pounds,  valued  at  $57,000. 
The  time  for  gathering  tlie  mushrooms  is  in  the  winter.  During  the 
spring  of  the  year  the  price  was  $40  per  picul,  but  the  price  declined 
to  $17.14  by  October.  None  of  the  merchants  made  a  profit,  owing 
to  the  poor  quality.  The  mushrooms  are  packed  in  bamboo  crates 
holding  160  pounds. 
Bamboo  Shoots — Olives. 

During  1915  there  was  a  keen  demand  for  dried  bamboo  shoots  in 
Hankow  and  Shanghai.  Nearly  10,000,000  pounds,  valued  at 
$350,000,  were  shipped  from  this  port.  The  production  was  not  so 
large  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  higher  prices  prevailed.  The  bam- 
boo shoots  sent  to  Shanghai  for  transshipment  are  packed  in  round 
bamboo  crates  holding  2  piculs  (266  pounds),  while  the  shoots  sent 
to  Hankow  are  packed  in  square  bamboo  crates  holding  293  pounds. 
Onl}^  a  small  quantity  of  the  product  was  shipped  to  Hongkong  and 
other  ports. 

Fresh  bamboo  shoots  are  one  of  the  chief  products  of  the  Province. 
There  are  two  kinds,  the  winter  and  spring  varieties,  the  latter  being 
large  and  somewhat  coarse.  The  total  production  of  winter  shoots 
:v\'as  about  2,700  tons,  valued  at  $37,200,  and  that  of  the  spring  shoots 
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715  tons,  valued  at  $4,000.  Practically  all  of  the  spring  Blioots  are 
consumed  locally,  while  about  one-third  of  the  winter  shoots  are 
exported  to  Shanghai. 

The  1915  olive  crop  was  a  poor  one.  The  exports  of  olives  from 
this  port  during  the  year  was  about  26,000  tubs,  each  weighing  73 
pounds.  The  Tanhsuan  variety  is  in  best  demand,  some  20,000  tubs 
having  been  shipped  from  the  port.  The  prices  ruling  were  as  fol- 
lows :'Tanhsuan,  $2.80  to  $4.78  per  picul ;  Changyin,  $0.80  to  $2 ;  and 
Feiyuan,  $2  to  $3.20.  About  GOO  tons  of  olives  were  sold  in  the  local 
market,  two-thirds  of  which  were  of  the  salted  kind. 
Electric  Light  Company — Telephone  Improvements. 

The  number  of  lights  installed  by  the  local  electric-light  company 
now  total  30,000,  and  the  company  is  said  to  be  doing  an  annual 
business  of  $96,000.  The  reports  of  the  company  apparently  show 
that  a  good  profit  is  being  made.  The  institution  is  capitalized  at 
$120,000  and  the  property  is  now  valued  at  $300,000.  There  are  two 
engine  sets  installed,  each  of  150  kilowatt,  the  two  dynamos  being 
capable  of  supplying  30,000  lights,  and  ene  turbine  of  500  kilowatt 
being  capable  of  supplying  current  for  an  additional  40,000  lights. 
The  company  intends  to  replace  the  two  engine  sets  with  another 
turbine  of  1,000  kilowatt  in  the  near  future. 

The  local  native  telephone  exchange  has  400  subscribers  and  does 
an  annual  business  of  about  $10,000.  The  local  company  has  made 
great  improvement  in  the  service  extended  during  the  year.  The 
snbscription  for  the  ordinary  wall  instrument  is  $24  per  annum,  and 
for  the  mitrophone  style  $28.80.  The  subscription  rate  for  either 
wall  or  desk  telephone  is  the  same.  The  company  proposes  to  install 
all  mitrophone  instruments  in  the  near  future.  There  are  two  branch 
exchanges,  six  switch  boards  being  in  use — four  of  British  and  two 
of  Norwegian  manufacture. 

Umbrellas  (Kittysols) — Horn  Combs, 

The  manufacture  of  umbrellas  of  split  bamboo  and  waterproof 
paper  reached  800,000  pieces  during  1915.  Tlie  shipments  were  made 
chiefly  to  up-country  points  and  the  Straits  Settlements.  Strange  to 
say,  these  umbrellas  are  not  in  great  demand  locally,  the  cheap  cotton- 
cloth  umbrella  of  Japanese  manufacture  being  in  general  use.  The 
prices  ranged  from  9  to  15  cents  each.  Different  designs  are  supplied 
in  red.  green,  or  black  colors. 

The  manufacture  of  horn  combs  is  now  an  important  local  indus- 
try. A  great  improvement  in  the  trade  has  been  experienced  in  re- 
cent years  and  export  shipments  are  now  regularly  sent  as  far  south 
as  Singapore  and  the  Straits  Settlements.  There  are  78  shops  en- 
gaged in  the  industry  and  about  1,200  hands  are  employed  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  combs.  The  value  of  the  export  shipments  dur- 
ing the  last  year  alone  reached  $60,000.  The  combs  are  made -from 
horns  imported  chiefly  from  Hongkong  and  Shanghai. 
Sawmills  and  Timber  Trade — Paper  Trade. 

The  three  local  sawmills  had  only  a  fair  year.  Shipments  of 
planks  amounted  to  7,140,000  square  feet.  Two  of  the  sawmills  are 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  knockdown  boxes  for  kerosene 
cans,  tea,  soap,  and  tobacco.  Shipments  of  these  knockdown  boxes 
showed  a  considerable  decrease,  the  nmnber  being  436,800. 
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Wood  poles  are  among  the  chief  products  of  the  Province.  The 
vahie  of  these  poles  shipped  from  Foochow  during  the  past  year  is 
estimated  at  more  than  $1,200,000.  There  are  at  present  38  timber 
firms  located  here.  These  firms  advance  money  to  the  up-river  tim- 
ber merchants  and  as  a  result  are  content  with  a  commission  charge 
of  3  per  cent  on  the  selling  price.  The  export  trade  is  in  the  hand-s 
of  various  Ningpo  and  Chuanchowfu  merchants.  The  trade  of  the 
past  3'ear  was  somewhat  dull,  only  small  profits  in  general  being 
realized. 

Shipments  of  locally  manufactured  paper  indicated  a  good  trade, 
the  exports  being  estimated  at  $800,000.  The  total  output  was 
slightly  smaller  than  in  last  year,  but  the  ruling  prices  were  high. 
The  paper  is  manufactured  from  bamboo  shoots.  Large  profits  wei^e 
realized  by  all  of  the  merchants  concerned. 
Light  Railway  Projected — Industrial  Encouragement  Association. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1915  leading  localofficials  and  merchants 
practically  decided  upon  the  construction  of  a  light  railway  from 
Foochow  to  Pagoda  Anchorage,  a  distance  of  about  9  miles,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $400,000.  The  officials  were  to  provide  half  the 
necessary  funds  and  the  merchants  the  remainder.  Should  the  funds 
for  the  project  be  forthcoming  in  the  near  future,  it  is  thought 
that  definite  action  will  follow  by  the  fall  of  1916. 

During  November  the  Industrial  Encouragement  Association  was 
formally  established  through  the  cooperation  of  the  officials,  gentry, 
and  merchants.  A  fund  of  $40,000  has  been  provided  for  and  the 
association  is  now  seeldng  a  suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing for  exhibition  purposes.  The  object  of  the  association  is  to  en- 
courage new  industries  and,  through  the  exhibition  of  local  manu- 
factures, to  bring  about  improvements  along  every  line.  It  is 
planned  to  hold  the  first  exhibition  September  1,  1918.  The  institu- 
tion has  been  sanctioned  by  the  President,  and  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernor has  been  appointed  as  its  head.  The  local  officials  throughout 
the  Province  have  been  instructed  to  apprise  the  people  of  the  pur- 
poses of  the  association,  and  to  direct  that  annual  local  exhibits  he 
held  in  order  to  encourage  the  people  in  the  improvement  of  their 
industries  and  prepare  them  for  the  larger  exhibition  to  be  held  later. 

Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  values  of  the  declared  exports 
from  Foochow  to  the  United  States,  as  invoiced  at  this  consulate 
during  1914  and  1915 : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Curios 

$1,189 

1,649 

42 

569 

$2, 824 
8,457 

Tea                    .  . 

$269, 781 

$383,671 

Total 

Lacquer  ware 

273, 230 

394  952 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  from 
Foochow  in  1915,  was  as  follows:  Lacquer  ware,  $910;  tea,  $1,361; 
sundries,  $3,094;  total,  $5,365.  No  exports  were  certified  to  Hawaii 
or  Porto  Rico.  Returned  American  goods  were  invoiced  at  a  value 
of  $139. 
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Opportunity  for  Establishment  of  American  Firms. 

Foocllow  has  adequate  banking  facilities.  There  are  two  British 
and  one  Japanese  banking  institutions.  With  the  exception  of  kero- 
sene, practic^illy  all  of  the  American-manufactured  articles  con- 
sumed locally  are  imported  through  native  firms.  That  a  good 
market  along  many  lines  exists  for  the  American  manufacturer  seems 
certain,  but  it  will  be  difficult  to  enter  into  local  competition  unless 
active  measures  are  taken,  by  having  representatives  on  the  spot. 
The  time  has  apparently  come  when  American  firms  must  establish 
themselves  at  convenient  trade  centers  in  China,  in  order  to  secure 
their  entitled  share  in  the  trade.  The  half  dozen  British  firms  lo- 
cated in  Foochow  make  the  most  of  their  profits  in  the  export  trade. 
Yet  being  on  the  ground  they  are  a  constant  aid  to  the  British 
manufacturer. 

There  is  no  reason  why  an  American  firm  should  not  locate  in 
Foochow  and  conduct  a  general  export  and  import  trade  with  profit- 
able results.  The  amount  of  tea  shipped  to  the  United  States  during 
1915  amounted  in  value  to  $385,000,  and  every  pound  was  consigned 
through  local  British  firms.  An  American  firm  located  here  could 
also  profitably  ship  to  the  United  States  camphor,  hemp  cordage, 
feathers,  lacquer  ware,  and  possibly  olives  and  tobacco.  A  glance 
at  the  import  statistics  will  show  that  there  are  numerous  articles 
in  which  the  American  manufacturer  could  vmder  existing  condi- 
tions successfully  compete  in  the  local  market. 

Advantages  of  Operating  Through  Shanghai. 

It  would  be  preferable,  for  various  reasons,  for  such  an  established 
American  firm  to  operate  and  conduct  all  of  its  trade  through  head- 
quarters established  in  Shanghai.  Foochow  is  too  far  north  and  too 
near  Shanghai  to  be  as  at  present  dependent  upon  the  port  of  Hong- 
kong for  the  conduct  of  its  import  and  export  trade.  Shipping  con- 
ditions between  this  port  and  Shanghai  are  much  better,  two  steam- 
ship lines  plying  between  both  ports,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
local  American  fii'm  would  soon  tend  to  route  all  Pacific  coast 
goods  to  this  port  via  Shanghai,  and  not,  as  at  present,  subject  all 
such  goods  to  the  delay  of  shipment  by  the  longer  route  to  Hongkong 
and  thence  back  again  by  coast  steamer.  Transshipment  of  Foo- 
chow-bound  Pacific  coast  cargoes  at  Shanghai  would  mean  a  saving 
of  7  to  14  days,  and  if  necessary  all  bills,  documents,  etc.,  could  be 
sent  through  the  American  bank  at  that  trade  center.  In  fact  there 
is  no  reason  why  the  American  firm  could  not  act  as  local  agent  for 
the  bank  in  question.  American  fire  and  marine  insurance  as  well  as 
steamship  companies  could  also  be  properly  represented  to  mutual 
advantage. 
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